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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview 
with Doug Pauley (Reg. #33,295) on 03/21/2007. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Amend the claims as follows: 

1 . In a breast pump having an attachment ^ releasably applied to an opening of a 
container (2) and having a breast attachment element ^&7^^ and a manual pump unit (3) 
which is releasably connected to the attachment (6) by a connecting sleeve (§t3) or a 
connecting bore having a cap-shaped connecting section, and a pump piston f?) which 
can be moved back and forth in a stroke chamber (SrO) with an actuating handle f4), 
which is pivotable and has a retracting mechanism the improvement comprising: 

the cap-shaped connecting section and the stroke chamber (SrS) 
combined in a mutual cap element which is fixed on the attachment by retaining 
a means (5.1, 5.3) having a snap-in element (54^ snapped together with the attachment 
(6) when the cap element is coupled to the attachment and 

the retracting mechanism (8) having one side acting on the actuating 
handle (4) and seated with an other side on the cap element (§), wherein seating 
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elements are arranged on both lateral sections of the cap element (§) and on both 
lateral sections of the actuating handle (4) which in a fomi of a separable bearing 
pin/bearing eye connection form a pivot axis between the actuating handle f4) and the 
cap element 

2. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein in a completely inserted state of the pump piston (7), a stroke chamber 
opening (St4) on a side of the stroke chamber ^§t3) facing away from the breast 
connection element (§t+) is covered by an upper section (47+) of the actuating handle 
(4)-which In a position of use Is located above a pivot axis. 

3. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 2, wherein the stroke chamber (§t2) In the cap element (§) is curved in an arc- 
shape in accordance with a movement path of the pump piston f?)-which is actuated by 
an upper section f4T4) of the actuating handle f4). 

4. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 3, wherein with the container attached, a pivot path of the upper section f4T4^ of 
the actuating handle (4) near a connection to the pump piston f?) is selected so large 
that in a moved-out state at least an upper edge section of the pump piston f?) is 
outside of an upper opening edge of the stroke chamber opening (§t4). 

5. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein a retracting mechanism (S) has at least one tension spring, a 
suspension element (4.3) is positioned on the actuating handle (4), and a further 
suspension element Is positioned on the cap element (§>-so that with an inserted piston 
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position a direction of a tensile force lies above a pivot axis of the actuating handle f4) 
at least until with the container (2) attached the actuating handle (4) reaches a 
maximum pivot angle In a retraction direction of the pump piston f?), and with the 
container (2) removed and with a further increased pivot angle the direction of the 
tensile force is below the pivot axis so that the actuating handle f4) is maintained in an 
opened position in relation to the cap element 

6. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein the retracting mechanism (8^ has at least one pressure spring, a 
support element (4t7) on an inside of the actuating handle ^ and a support section 
(5.11) at the cap element (§) are positioned so that at least with a piston rod inserted, a 
direction of force of pressure lies below the pivot axis of the actuating handle f4). 

7. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 6, wherein the pressure spring Is a spiral spring with a front suspension lug * 
suspended and retained in a support section (5.11) of a free end section of the retaining 
element (§t4) which is oriented downward when in use and arcs upward in a U-shape in 
an interior chamber of the cap element (§) and the attachment (§) and is supported with 
a free end section bent from the suspension lug on a support element (4^7) arranged on 
an inside of the actuating handle (4). 

8. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein an electric pump is directly connected with a hose to the connecting 
sleeve arranged on the attachment (8) or to the connecting bore. 
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9. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 8, wherein a connecting point between one of the connecting sleeve (St3) and the 
connecting bore and the cap element (§) is sealed by one of a conical connection and a 
seal ring. 

10. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 9, wherein an opening is provided on the attachment (§) near the connecting 
sleeve (§t^ or the connection bore, which can be closed by pne of a stopper and a 
hand. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) In a breast pump having an attachment 
releasably applied to an opening of a container (3) and having a breast attachment 

element (6.1), and a manual pump unit (3) which is releasably connected to the 
attachment by a connecting sleeve (§t3) or a connecting bore having a cap-shaped 
connecting section, and a pump piston (7) which can be moved back and forth in a 
stroke chamber {St2) with an actuating handle (4), which is pivotable and has a 
retracting mechanism (8, 8') , the improvement comprising: 

the cap-shaped connecting section and the stroke chamber (§72) 
combined in a mutual cap element which is fixed on the attachment (§) by a 
retaining means (5.1, 5.3), the retracting mechanism (B) having one side acting on the 
actuating handle (4) and seated with an other side on the cap element (§)7 in a 
completely inserted state of the pump piston ^ a stroke chamber opening (§t4) on a 
side of the stroke chamber (5t2) facing away from the breast connection element (§74) 
covered by an upper section (47+) of the actuating handle (4) which in a position of use 
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is located above a pivot axis, tlie strol<e cliamber (SrSfin the cap element curved in 
an arc-shape in accordance with a movement path of the pump piston (7) which is 
actuated by an upper section (474^ of the actuating handle {%-W\Xh the container 
attached, a pivot path of the upper section (4^ of the actuating handle (4) near a 
connection to the pump piston (7) selected so large that in a moved-out state at least an 
upper edge section of the pump piston f?) is outside of an upper opening edge of the 
stroke chamber opening i^A^ the retracting mechanism (8^) having at least one 
pressure spring, a support element {A^ on an inside of the actuating handle (4) and a 
support section (5.11) at the cap element ^ positioned so that at least with a piston rod 
inserted, a direction of force of pressure lies below the pivot axis of the actuating handle 
{4)7 the pressure spring being a spiral spring with a front suspension lug suspended and 
retained in a support section (5.11) of a free end section of the retaining element (§t+) 
which Is oriented downward when in use and arcs upward In a U-shape In an Interior 
chamber of the cap element (§) and the attachment (§) and is supported with a free end 
section bent from the suspension lug on a support element arranged on an Inside 
of the actuating handle (4)t an electric pump directly connected with a hose to the 
connecting sleeve (§^3) arranged on the attachment (§) or to the connecting bore, a 
connecting point between one of the connecting sleeve (§73) and the connecting bore 
and the cap element (§) sealed by one of a conical connection and a seal ring, an 
opening provided on the attachment (§) near the connecting sleeve (§t3) or the 
connection bore, which can be closed by one of a stopper and a hand, and the retaining 
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means (5.1, 5.3) having a snap-in element (§74^ which snaps together with the 
' attachment ^ when the cap element is coupled to the attachment ^ 

12. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 11, wherein the snap-in element (§74^ is embodied as a snap-in tongue (§t4^ 
which is oriented toward the container (3) with a free end section which, in the attached 
state, extends with a snap-in section behind an edge of the attachment (§) facing 
toward the container (2) when the cap element (§)7 located opposite the snap-in tongue 
(5.1), is pushed on one of the connecting sleeve (§73) and the connecting bore, which 
are oriented axis-parallel in relation to the container (2)7 

13. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 12, wherein an Interior of the cap element (§) has one of retaining flaps (§7§) and 
ribs on both sides which fonri guide elements when placed on the attachment and 
securing elements against twisting of the cap element (S) In relation to the attachment 

14. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 38, wherein seating elements are arranged on both of the lateral sections of the 
cap element (§) and on both lateral sections of the actuating handle (4) which in a form 
of separable bearing pin/bearing eye connection form the pivot axis between the 
actuating handle (4) and the cap element (§)7 

15. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 13, wherein in a rear area remote from the breast attachment element (§7^) the 
cap element (§) has a rounded top which In the pivoted-in state of the upper section 
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f4r4^ of the actuating handle f4) makes a steady transition into the curved exterior of the 
actuating handle {4^ 

16. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 15, wherein a cross section of the upper section (4^ and the lower section f4T3) 
are each outwardly rounded on a rear facing away from the breast attachment element 
(6t4) and make a steady transition into each other, and an obtuse angle open toward 
the rear is fomried between the upper section (44^ and the lower section (4:3)7 

1 7. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 16, wherein an intemiedlate piece is insertable into a V-shaped gap which when 
the actuating handle (4) is pivoted is formed in the upper area between the upper 
section (4t4^ and an edge of the stroke chamber opening (§t4)t by which a stroke travel 
of the pump piston (7) is preset to be one of continuous and stepped. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump In accordance with 
claim 17, wherein spacer cams which contact the upper edge of the container (2) in the 
attached state are on an inside of a screw connector (§t2) of the attachment (§) for 
connecting with the container (2) so that an air exchange with an atmosphere is 
provided in the attached state. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) . In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 18, wherein the pump piston (7) has a piston rod fTr^ with a backward oriented 
end section having a releasable hinged connection with the upper section ^4A) of the 
actuating handle {4^ 
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20. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 19, wherein a protrusion made of a soft material is arranged on the interior on a 
container side of the lower section (472) of the actuating handle f4) forming a stop 
between the actuating handle (4) and the container (2)t 

21. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 20, wherein the manual pump unit (S) and the attachment (§) are arranged so that 
a weight of each is compensated, and in the empty state with the attachment (6) placed 
on and the manual pump unit attached the container (2) remains upright. 

22. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 21 , wherein a secondary air regulating unit (0) which can be operated manually 
from an outside is on the cap element (§) for ventilating a suction chamber which varies 
during a pump operation. 

23. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 22, wherein the secondary air regulating unit (9) has at least one of a rotatable 
insert (9t2) and an attachment (©tS) arranged on an exterior of the cap element (§) 
which when rotated a flow-through conduit which leads through a wall in the cap 
element (§) into the stroke chamber (§t2) is one of opened and closed. 

24. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein the stroke chamber (§72) in the cap element (§) is curved in an arc- 
shape in accordance with a movement path of the pump piston (?) which is actuated by 
an upper section (4^ of the actuating handle (4)r 
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25. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein with the container attached, a pivot path of an upper section (474^ of 
the actuating handle f4) near a connection to the pump piston (7) is selected so large 
that in a moved-out state at least an upper edge section of the pump piston (7) is 
outside of an upper opening edge of the stroke chamber opening (S.l). 

26. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein a retracting mechanism (§) has at least one tension spring, a 
suspension element (4=^ is positioned on the actuating handle (4)7 and a further 
suspension element Is positioned on the cap element (§) so that with an inserted piston 
position a direction of a tensile force lies above a pivot axis of the actuating handle (4) 
at least until with the container (2) attached the actuating handle (4) reaches a 
maximum pivot angle in a retraction direction of the pump piston ^ and with the 
container (2) removed and with a further increased pivot angle the direction of the 
tensile force is below the pivot axis so that the actuating handle (4) is maintained in an 
opened position In relation to the cap element (§)7 

27. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein a retracting mechanism (8^) has at least one pressure spring, a support 
element (4r7) on an inside of the actuating handle (4) and a support section (5.11) at the 
cap element (§) are positioned so that at least with a piston rod inserted, a direction of 
force of pressure lies below the pivot axis of the actuating handle f4)7 
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28. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 27, wherein the pressure spring is a spiral spring with a front suspension lug 
suspended and retained in a support section (5.11) of a free end section of the retaining 
element (§74^ which is oriented downward when in use and arcs upward in a U-shape in 
an interior chamber of the cap element ^ and the attachment (§) and Is supported with 
a free end section bent from the suspension lug on a support element (4t7) arranged on 
an inside of the actuating handle ^ 

29. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein an electric pump is directly connected with a hose to the connecting 
sleeve (§r3) arranged on the attachment (§) or to the connecting bore. 

30. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein a connecting point between one of the connecting sleeve (§7^ and the 
connecting bore and the cap element (§) is sealed by one of a conical connection and a 
seal ring. 

31 . (Previously Presented) In.the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein an opening is provided on the attachment ^ near one of the 
connecting sleeve and the connection bore, which can be closed by one of a 
stopper and a hand. 

Claim 32 canceled. 

33. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim S2 1, wherein the snap-in element (§4^ is embodied as a snap-in tongue {&A^ 
which is oriented toward the container (2f with a free end section which, in the attached 
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state, extends with a snap-in section behind an edge of the attachment (§) facing 
toward the container (2) when the cap element (§^7 located opposite the snap-in tongue 
(5.1), is pushed on one of the connecting sleeve (§7^) and the connecting bore, which 
are oriented axis-parallel in relation to the container (2)t 

34. (Currently Amended) In a breast pump having an attachment 
(§) releasably applied to an opening of a container (3) and having a breast attachment 
element (6.1), and a manual pump unit (3) which is releasably connected to the 
attachment ^ by a connecting sleeve (§t3) or a connecting bore having a cap-shaped 
connecting section, and a pump piston (7) which can be moved back and forth in a 
stroke chamber (St2) with an actuating handle (4)7 which is pivotable and has a 
retracting mechanism (8r^ the improvement comprising: 

the cap-shaped connecting section and the stroke chamber (St^) 
combined in a mutual cap element which is fixed on the attachment (§)-by a 
retaining means ( 5.1, 5.3) having a snap-in element (^74) snapped together with the 
attachment when the cap element is coupled to the attachment and 

the retracting mechanism (S) having one side acting on the actuating 
handle (4) and seated with an other side on the cap element (§)7 wherein an interior of 
the cap element (S) has one of retaining flaps {St§) and ribs on both sides which form 
guide elements when placed on the attachment (6) and securing elements against 
twisting of the cap element ^ in relation to the attachment (§^7 

35. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 34, wherein seating elements are arranged on both lateral sections of the cap 
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element and on both lateral sections of the actuating handle ^ which in a form of 
separable bearing pin/bearing eye connection fomn a pivot axis between the actuating 
handle {4) and the cap element 

36. ■ (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 2, wherein In a rear area remote from the breast attachment element (§t4) the cap 
element has a rounded top which in a pivoted-in state of an upper section ('I.I.) of 
the actuating handle (4) makes a steady transition into the curved exterior of the 
actuating handle {4^ 

37. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein a cross section of an upper section (4t4) and a lower section (4t2) of 
the actuating handle ^ are each outwardly rounded on a rear facing away from the 
breast attachment element {%A^ and make a steady transition into each other, and an 
obtuse angle open toward the rear is fomned between the upper section {4A^ and the 
lower section (^.2). 

38. (Currently Amended) In a breast pump having an attachment 
(6) releasably applied to an opening of a container (2) and having a breast attachment 
element (64^ and a manual pump unit (S) which is releasably connected to the 
attachment (6) by a connecting sleeve (§t^ or a connecting bore having a cap-shaped 
connecting section, and a pump piston (7) which can be moved back and forth in a 
stroke chamber (§t2) with an actuating handle ^ which is pivotable and has a 
retracting mechanism (8. 8'), the improvement comprising: 
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the cap-shaped connecting section and the strol^e chamber (§t3) 
combined in a mutual cap element ^ which is fixed on the attachment by retaining 
a means (6.1, 5.3) having a snap-in element ^§7+) snapped together with the attachment 
(6) when the cap element is coupled to the attachment ^ and 

the retracting mechanism (S) having one side acting on the actuating 
handle (4) and seated with an other side on the cap element wherein an 
intermediate piece is insertable into a V-shaped gap which when the actuating handle 
(4) is pivoted is fomned in an upper area between an upper section ^4^4) of the actuating 
handle (4) and an edge of the stroke chamber opening (^A^ by which a stroke travel of 
the pump piston f?) is preset to be one of continuous and stepped. 

39. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein spacer cams which contact an upper edge of the container (2) In an 
attached state are on an Inside of a screw connector (§.2) of the attachment ^ for 
connecting with the container (2) so that an air exchange with an atmosphere is 
provided in the attached state. 

40. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein the pump piston (7) has a piston rod (TrS) with a backward oriented 
end section having a releasable hinged connection with an upper section (4t4^ of the 
actuating handle (4)7 

41 . (Currently Amended) In a breast pump having an attachment 
(^ releasably applied to an opening of a container (2) and having a breast attachment 
element (§74^ and a manual pump unit (3) which is releasably connected to the 
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attachment by a connecting sleeve (St^ or a connecting bore having a cap-shaped 
connecting section, and a pump piston f?) which can be moved bacl< and forth in a 
stroke chamber (§t3) with an actuating handle which is pivotable and has a 
retracting mechanism (8, 8'), the improvement comprising: 

the cap-shaped connecting section and the stroke chamber (§t2) 
combined in a mutual cap element which is fixed on the attachment by retaining 
a means (5.1, 5.3) having a snap-in element (§74^ snapped together with the attachment 
(§) when the cap element is coupled to the attachment (6)7 and 

the retracting mechanism ^ having one side acting on the actuating 
handle (4) and seated with an other side on the cap element wherein a protrusion 
made of a soft material is arranged on the interior on a container side of a lower section 

of the actuating handle f4) forming a stop between the actuating handle f4) and 
the container ^ 

42. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein the manual pump unit (3) and the attachment are arranged so that 
a weight of each Is compensated, and in an empty state with the attachment (6) placed 
on and the manual pump unit attached ^ the container^ remains upright. 

43. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein a secondary air regulating unit (9) which can be operated manually 
from an outside is on the cap element (§) for ventilating a suction chamber which varies 
during a pump operation. 
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44. (Previously Presented) In the breast pump in accordance with 
claim 43, wherein the secondary air regulating unit (9) has at least one of a rotatable 
insert (©rS) and an attachment (9t3) arranged on an exterior of the cap element 
which when rotated a flow-through conduit which leads through a wall in the cap 
element ^ into the stroke chamber is one of opened and closed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-31 and 33-44 are allowed over the prior art of record as amended in 
this office action. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims in 
this application have been allowed because the prior art of record fails to disclose either 
singly or in combination the claimed device of a breast pump having an attachment that 
connects to a container with a breast attachment element, a manual pump unit which is 
releasbly connected to the attachment by a connecting sleeve with a cap-shaped 
connecting section and a stroke chamber containing a piston, actuating handle, and 
snap-in element being contained in a mutual cap element with a retracting mechanism 
having seating elements on lateral sections of the cap element which form a separable 
bearing connection. 

The closest prior art of record is Bachman et al. (5,843,029) and Samson 
(5,415,632), however these references do not disclose the device as claimed above. 

Regarding claims 1 , 1 1 , 34, 38 and 41 , the closest prior art of record fails to 
teach among all the limitations the mutual cap element connecting section containing 
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the removable manual pump unit with stroke chamber and the snap-in element and 
retracting mechanism as claimed being removable from the container attachment 
element. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher D. Koharski whose telephone number is 
571-272-7230. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 4:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Date: 3 3^X 0^ Christopher D. Koharski 
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